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Sensory Tip Sheet
Location
Mt. Cuba Center is located at 3120 Barley Mill Road, Hockessin, Delaware 19707.

•Indoors refers to areas inside the Main House
•Outdoors refers to Terraces and all garden areas

Parking
Guests park in a paved lot at the top of the driveway and may walk to the Main House along 
a paved path. During special events, overflow guest parking is available in a grass lot behind 
the Guest Parking Lot. There is a mulched path that leads to the Guest Parking Lot from 
the overflow lot.

During general admission, accessible parking is available in the Forecourt with an accessible 
electric entrance to the left of the Main House guest entrance. Mt. Cuba Center does not 
require a blue, state-issued tag to be displayed to use accessible parking. 

Guest Entrance
Cars enter from Barley Mill Road and park in guest parking at the top of the driveway where 
guests may also check in.  The main guest entrance is accessible by climbing four steps. 
There are hand rails along the side of the house on both sides of the door.

Accessible parking is available in the Forecourt where an accessible electric entrance door to 
the Main House is located to the left of the Guest Entrance door.

All guests, including members, must check in at the Front Desk before entering the gardens.

Rest Areas
Benches

There are natural-wood benches throughout the 
gardens and metal benches and metal tables on 
the Formal Gardens. Please consult our level-
terrain map for bench locations. Please note 
bench conditions will vary depending on the 
weather.

http://mtcubacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Level-Terrain-Map_Web-Viewing_2019-Season.pdf
http://mtcubacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Level-Terrain-Map_Web-Viewing_2019-Season.pdf
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Picnic Tables

An outdoor mulched picnic area with composite-
wood picnic tables is located behind the Guest 
Parking Lot. Please note picnic table and picnic area 
conditions will vary depending on the weather.

Water
There is a water-filling station near the restrooms 
on the Main Floor that has hot and cold water 
and small cups available for use. Mt. Cuba Center 
encourages guests to bring a reusable water bottle 
with them to fill on site and carry. Reusable water bottles are available for $3 at the Front Desk.

Food
Guests may bring their own food with them to the gardens. Light snacks, pre-packaged 
meals, and beverages are available for purchase at the refreshment station on the Main Floor 
of the Main House. For payment, guests may pay exact change into the honor box located 
next to the refreshment station or may pay with cash or card at the Front Desk.        

Gardens Environment
Plant Collection
Mt. Cuba Center maintains a living collection of plants native to the Eastern Temperate 
Forest of the United States with a particular emphasis on the Appalachian Piedmont. On 
occasion, guests may find plants that have slightly extended into the pathways; you may 
experience the sensation of a plant brushing up against a leg or arm.

We encourage guests to interact with the plants and ask that you do not handle them 
destructively or ingest the plants. Some plants, like American holly and prickly pear, have 
spines and thorns, please exercise caution around these plants and avoid handling them. 

Level Pathways
Due to our rolling terrain and mulched paths, 
access to level, even terrain is limited. Please 
consult our level-terrain map to see the variety 
of terrain and locations of stairs.

Golf cart transportation to select locations 
throughout the gardens is available upon 
request. Please consult our level-terrain map for 
golf-cart-accessible paths. Golf carts are operated 
by Mt. Cuba Center’s Public Safety team and 
do not require reservations.
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http://mtcubacenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Level-Terrain-Map_Web-Viewing_2019-Season.pdf
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Ambient Noise
Throughout the gardens, various ambient noises exist due to the presence of insects, birds, 
rustling leaves, and continuously-streaming water features.

Occasionally, our garden staff may use motorized equipment like mowers, blowers, and 
vehicles during open hours. 

On select weekend days a nearby gun club hosts shoots, and gunfire can be heard 
throughout the gardens. The known dates of these shoots are as follows: March 8 and 29, 
April 19, May 14, June 7 and 28, September 10, October 4 and 25, and November 22.

Occasional train whistles can be heard from the nearby Wilmington-Western railroad.

Due to Mt. Cuba’s location under a flight path, noise from air traffic can be heard.

Temperature
As guests move from the Main House to the outdoor garden areas, noticeable temperature 
shifts may occur.

Light
Guests may experience fluctuations in natural light throughout the gardens due to weather 
conditions and plant growth overhead. In the Main House, fluorescent lighting 
illuminates the classrooms, bathrooms, and Main Floor.

Scent
Depending on what may be in bloom or recent gardening activities, guests may encounter 
a variety of scents, including occasional plant treatments, throughout the gardens. Please 
note that there are mushroom farms located around Mt. Cuba Center, so guests may smell 
an earthy scent during visitation on some days.

Animals

Birds, insects, and smaller animals and amphibians (e.g. mice, rabbits, snakes, and frogs) 
take up residence throughout the gardens and may venture into public areas. Deer can 
also be seen on property occasionally. These animals do not pose any harm but should 
never be handled by guests. 

Bathrooms
Restrooms are located on each floor of the Main House. They include the following 
restroom facilities:

•Multi-stall women’s and men’s restrooms on the first floor of the main house with
accessible stalls and changing tables in each restroom.

•A family-sized, all-gender, single-stall restroom with a changing table is available on  
the second-floor landing.

http://www.wwrr.com/


An accessible, all-gender, single-stall restroom is available on the lower level near the 
classroom. 

A portable restroom unit is available for use at the bottom of the Dogwood Path. The 
restroom unit features hand sanitizer and a no-flush toilet. Please note that this restroom is 
not accessible and cannot be reached by personal mobility equipment.

Restrooms are not equipped with sharps-disposal container. However, sharps-disposal 
containers are available upon request at the Front Desk.

Lost Party Identification
If a member of your party goes missing, please consult the nearest staff member. Whenever a 
guest is on property, there is always a Public Safety Officer on site.  

Visitor Information Services
For general information, you can speak to a Guest Experience Assistant at the Front Desk in 
the Main House, call 302-239-4244, or email info@mtcubacenter.org.

For accommodation requests related to a disability and questions, comments, or further 
information about the accessibility of specific programs, please contact Robert Parrett at 
302-239-8895 or rparrett@mtcubacenter.org.
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