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Echinaceas, commonly known as coneflowers, are native perennial wild-
flowers that have seen an extraordinary rise in popularity due to new colors,
more compact plants and improved garden performance.

Mt. Cuba Center (USDA Hardiness Zone 7A/6B) is evaluating 7 species and
49 cultivars for the following characteristics:

Floral display- flower color, size, coverage, and bloom period

Habit- height, width, foliage quality, need for staking

Cultural adaptability

Disease and pest resistance

Update: Summer 2008

Victor Piatt, our trial area gardener, is responsible for planting, maintenance,
and data collection in the evaluation garden. A complete research report will
be published and made available at this website when the evaluation is
completed in 2009.



Until then,we thought the following list of informal observations would be
helpful to those seeking guidance in making selections from the enormous
number of new cultivars presently available.

Vic’s Top Dozen Picks

(Scroll down to seea completelist of all the species and cultivars in the evaluation.)

1. EchinaceaCBG Cone 2’ (Pixie Meadowbrit&v)

From the breeding pgram of Dr. Jim Ault at the Chicago Botanic Garden
the result of hybridization witk. purpureaE. tennesseenssdE.
angustifolia

Charming, &tremely floriferous compactselection with numerous clear pin
flat petals

Attractivelanceshapedgrayish-greenfoliage, sturdy stems, and excellent
branching
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